



CASTLETON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING: 28th November 2024, 7.00pm
 Village Hall, How Lane, Castleton
These Minutes are hereby approved as a true and accurate record of the above meeting following Resolution of the Council at its Monthly Parish Council meeting date to be confirmed. 
Signed .........................................
Chair of meeting  
In attendance: Cllr. A, Darlington (Chair), Cllr. J. Simm (Vice Chair), Cllr. S Adshead, Cllr. J. Judge.
Also present: T. Dale (Clerk), and Cllr. J. Collins.
	01/11/24
	Apologies received from Cllr M. Eyre, Cllr. N. Spooner, Cllr. J. Stannard, PCSO W Brockett PC A. Simpson

	02/11/24
	No pecuniary interests were declared.

	03/11/24

	Reports:
A: County Councillor’s Report: None this month.
B: Borough Councillor’s Report: Cllr. J. Collins informed the Parish Council that HPBC were within 10% of Councils to successfully complete all required Financial Accounts and are in a good position.
That the HPBC Councils Initiative Funds were available and asked if any organisations within Castleton had applied? Cllr. J. Judge queried if the Garland Group would be eligible, it was confirmed that they would. Cllr J. Judge to email details and request for funding. (AP – JJ)
The Chair questioned why the Arts Grant window for applying for funding was short, disappearing quickly. It was explained that there is a set deadline for grants, that by the time the funding was received from the centre the deadline was approaching.

The Chair asked Cllr Collins, the Local Plan HPBC have increased tax on second homes but what about holiday lets? Cllr Collins replied that an increase in tax had already been agreed but was not aware when this would be implemented. In general all are aware of the issues of increased Holiday Lets but unsure what can be done at Local, Borough, District level and this needs to come from Central Government. It was recommended that the Parish Council should lobby Jon Pearce MP, initially inviting to a Parish Council meeting to discuss the issue and what options could be introduced to disincentivise Holiday Lets. (AP – Clerk)
Cllr Simm questioned Cllr Collins about the changes to the mowing regime. In response the changes were being considered taking into account Health and Safety, Environmental issues. That the changes related predominantly to parks and not village verges. The initiative has begun but the rollout is very slow.

Cllr Simm asked if any information could be shared regarding the consultation on Care/Day Care changes/proposals? The response being that this was not a HPBC initiative but is being done by DCC.

C: Police Report: On behalf of PC Simpson the clerk updated the Parish Council as follows:

It was worth knowing that there had been an arrest and suspect charged for the theft of a bike. The suspect has been bailed with conditions not to enter Hope Valley. 
The Rural Crime Unit have arrested suspects for the theft of Blue John Stone and recovered a substantial amount of it. 
Crimes within and around Castleton in November:

26/11/24 - Vehicle window smashed and dashcam and purse stolen from the vehicle. (location not provided)

12/11/24 - Buxton Road, Castleton. Suspects steal Blue John Stone and sell it online. Rural crime unit have made arrests in relation to this crime (see above). 
17/11/24 - How Lane, Castleton. Male kicks at door of an address causing damage to the door, suspect arrested and investigation is still active. 

7/11/24 – Sparrowpit. Three males stopped and searched by officers and found to be in possession of cannabis. 

In addition the following recorded crimes:
27/11/24 - Hope Road, Edale. Two pedal cycles stolen from outside of café. Male has been arrested and charged for theft of bike (see above).

27/10/24 - Marys Lane Edale. Shed broken into and bike stolen from the shed. 
D: Chair Report: None this month.



	04/11/24

	Public Participation:
No residents in attendance.

	05/11/24
	Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Relating Thereto:
A: The minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 31st October 2024 were then considered, the minutes were approved. (Prop AD, 2nd SA, unan).

	06/11/24

	Finance: 

A: The Council’s monetary assets are shown below, and the Chair examined and approved the bank reconciliation and the latest current account statement, signed at the end of the meeting:
Current Account

NS&I

Balance brought forward 01/04/24

13,472.08
18,671.94
Total Income

16,430.36
0.00
Total Expenditure

11,256.94
0.00
Balance

18,645.50
18,671.94
Last Statement Balance 15/11/24

18,725.50
18,671.94
Less un-presented cheques

80.00
0.00
Add uncleared deposits

0.00
0.00
Available Balance 28/11/24

18,645.50
18,671.94
B: To approve and instruct the payment by cheque, of presented invoiced items, including the following:
i) T. Dale – Clerk’s salary, allowance, milage and expenses below - £859.28

Protect Signs – Speedwatch signage - £225.02

Amazon – two Bushnell Speed Guns - £254.67
Post Office - Stamps - £26.40
ii) Castleton Village Hall – Room Hire - £30.00

iii) RJA – Repairs Path Number 31 Robinlands (PROW) - £600.00

iv) Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport – Donation - £150.00

v) Val Burges – Reimbursement for the Village Website - £72.00
In addition, it was agreed to include late submission from the following:

vi) M. Eyre – Reimbursement for purchase of Hi Viz vests - £32.34
C: To note the income and receipts of the Council:
i) HMRC – Reclaimed VAT - £1,004.36
ii) Gate Film – Donation - £1,250.00
iii) Burial Ground – Memorial - £80.00
The above payments, receipts were agreed. (Prop AD, 2nd JS, unan).

	07/10/24

	Council Matters:
A: An update on Bus strategy currently being developed as given by Cllr Simm.
Hope Valley Climate Action (HVCA) organised a meeting with representatives from other Parishes. Amongst other activities there was a focus on lobbying DCC, the new mayor and newly appointed Transport Lead, Ben Bradley, regarding strategy. As well as highlighting by forming of a buzzword/phrase “One Network, One Time, One Ticket”.

Concerns were raised over the number 62 bus that has been funded for a year due to end in spring 2025 and now may be under threat. There has been some positive feedback, including responses from the Castleton Public Transport Survey that gave clear indications that the new route should be retained. However there is a funding gap, in that funding opportunities will not become available until 2026. The Parish Council are writing to Derbyshire County Council to emphasise the need to continue funding and provide some insights from the Public Transport Survey. To support the retention of the service the number of users needs to increase and there is not enough publicity about the service, which is needed to help improve usage and all other suggestions are welcome. HVCA has suggested all the parishes linked to the route 62, should be working together and have offered to facilitate a meeting with the bus operator which is High Peak Buses who are part of the Centrebus group.

A meeting has been arranged for December 4 with the Better Buses for Castleton Group (BB4C) group to consider next steps and sharing the results/data of the Public Transport Survey.

National Better Buses Campaign – this group continues to gain momentum and in our neighbouring county, Better Buses for South Yorkshire is working with their mayor to consult with the public as to whether buses should be in public control with a deadline of the 15th January. For further details and how to vote can be found at: https://weownit.org.uk/VotePublicControlSY
From a Derbyshire perspective it is hoped that our own and bordering counties will work together on improved transport links. The East Midland Region has received £40 million for buses for 2024/26. Currently Derbyshire County Council organises the Bus Service’s Improvement Plan (BSIP). This will now be transferred to EMCCA, under the auspices of the Mayor and Transport lead, Ben Bradley.

Hope Valley Rail Users Group AGM -an invitation to attend was received. We hope to get an update on services and stations, and an update on construction work on the Hope Valley Line.

Moving Together workshop – one of our councillors attended this meeting along with other Hope Valley Parish Councillors.  This project has been promoted in the village as part of a shared transport project and promotion of E Charging points in the Hope Valley.  To date one resident has registered their car for the car sharing scheme. Publicity for this project can be found on the village noticeboard, and https://hopemovingtogether.co.uk  
Further updates are ongoing regarding the Castleton Public Survey 2024 results, a further update will be provided at the next meeting along with the final report. (AP – JS, NS)
B: An update following the PDNPA Planning Consultation was given by the Chair.
The Parish Council have tried to spread the word and facilitate on this public consultation, the object of which is to feed into future planning policies for the PDNP. We are very grateful for feedback from residents with concerns about a number of topics relevant to Castleton, and about difficulties in accessing the survey form, with which we agree.

PDNPA advertised the consultation through their website, posters and cards. The Parish Council have placed those posters and cards around the village and passed on details through the usual means of village website and village email group. At least two councillors went to drop-in events. Information was also taken to the community café and further information emailed to interested residents. 

The Parish Council has produced a draft response to be agreed at this meeting which will make the response deadline of 29th November, in which we mainly address topics concerned with the impacts of tourism including transport, parking, camping, and accommodation. The Parish Councils response will be made available on the village website.  
(Prop AD, 2nd JJ, unan).

C: An update on the Castleton Public Transport Survey 2024 was given earlier in the meeting by Cllr. Simm see Council Matters item A above.
D: An update on the setting up Speedwatch group was provided by Cllr. Eyre, in the Councillor’s absence the Clerk read out the update below:
Things are progressing well, the Parish Council has purchased speed guns, signs and hi viz tabards from within the agreed budget via the donation received from Gate Film. There has been an online meeting with the training co-ordinator where it was asked for clarification to be obtained on whether each location needs two signs facing both directions if we are only taking speed readings from one. Training sessions will not be held until next year.
E: An update on Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) was provided by Cllr. Eyre, in the Councillors absence the Clerk read out the update below:
There is not much between the company products that the Parish Council has looked at, in terms of type of product and cost, (as per handout provided at the last meeting). A meeting is to be arranged with PCSO Will Brockett to discuss potential sites for equipment as this seems to be the first step before applying for a licence. (AP – ME)
F: A discussion on the focus of grant application for the PCC Safer and Stronger Communities Fund and next steps took place.
The Chair advised that neighbourhood policing, bringing offenders to justice and road safety are listed as some of the priorities for funding in this grant scheme. There are therefore two current projects that would be suitable, Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) and Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras. ANPR would be most effective if we can collaborate with other Hope Valley Parish Councils to populate a network of cameras and time is too short to get agreement, given that the deadline is 17th January. Furthermore, the cost implications are significant. The total budget is £150K and grants are capped at £5K, so SIDs are a more rational target. We have recent traffic survey data of excessive speeds and have a village Speedwatch Group.

It was proposed that it would be worth making an application as a Parish Council, and that it is a question of deciding for which option and need to agree at this meeting. 
It was agreed to concentrate on request for SID funding. Chair to speak with lead Councillor, Cllr Eyre, on completing the request for funding. (AP – AD, ME)
Clerk also reported to the Parish Council that an update on ANPR had been received from PCSO Will Brockett and will be circulated.

G: To receive an update on parking issues in and around the village and signage.
Cllr Gourlay has agreed to fund the signage a confirmation via email was received on the 7th November in return the Parish Council bank details were provided. Chair to check bank account to check if payment has been received, if not Cllr Eyre to chase.

H: An update on litter, including signage on lower Mam Tor Road was received.
An order for ten polite message signs is being processed and permissions obtained from National Trust and private residents for fixing of signs to walls. It had been discovered that the National Trust is also producing signs with a similar message that will intersperse with the Parish Council ones. A resident has suggested a “last bin in the village” sign to be displayed on or close to the last waste bin on Buxton Road. It would not be expensive to produce so we could consider wording and a trial. This request is being investigated and costed.

(AP – AD)
I: An update on the acknowledgement to Breedon sign and Village Hall defibrillators was given.
An acknowledgement plaque has been produced and funded by Networks of Bamford and will be installed soon. The wording on the signage was sent to Breedon in advance, as there has been no response it is agreed there is no objection to the wording.
Jonnie Collins provided a written update for the Parish Council as follows:

Both AEDs are up and running OK.  They continue to regularly check with status updates provided to the national reporting system.

The battery in the Phone Box AED is now showing 75% charge. This is to be expected as it is a year old.

The proprietor (Gary Thompson) of the Sweet Shop has placed collecting tins around the village. The plan is to check them in the first quarter of 2025. Any money raised will be paid to the charity who supplied the AEDs.  The money can be used towards purchase of replacement batteries and pads as required.
J: A review of the Events Diary took place. There were no new events reported. The Parish Council believe that the Endurance event went ahead but the weather was poor. That it would be good to have feedback so that the Parish Council could know what their contingency plans were.. In addition was the advice given by the Parish Council useful? Clerk to request the information from the organisation. (AP – Clerk)
There was no update on liaison with Hope Parish Council regarding communicating over events and their possible impacts for communities.
K: An update on flood management planning was given as follows:
The flood wardens have received offers of help in the event of flooding from two members of the community, who will be contacted as needed. Other volunteers would be welcome too.

The Environment Agency have announced that a new flood warning for Castleton is available. They are having a drop-in at the visitor centre on 3rd December so that residents can register for the new warning and receive advice on flood risk and flood resilience measures. The event and service will be advertised on the Parish Council notice board. 
L: The applications for the Grounds Maintenance tender 2025 were reviewed. Only one tender was received from the existing grounds maintenance contractor as there was no increase in the rates on service provided it was agreed to award the tender to Griffiths Gardening Ltd. Clerk to notify contractor. (AP – Clerk)
(Prop JJ, 2nd, SA, unan).
The holly bush at the burial ground was discussed, as the bush has grown the area to the right-hand side is now shaded, as such nobody wishes to purchase a plot on this side for interments. A quote of two-three hours at £50.00 an hour was obtained. The removal and quote were agreed.

(Prop AD, 2nd, SA, unan).
M: Following a request from residents for a handrail at the bottom of Pindale Road/Bargate the following was discussed:
A group of residents at the last community café pointed out how difficult the road at the bottom of Pindale Road/Bargate becomes when the surface is slippery. The pavement and road are on a nasty camber at this point. It was agreed that the Parish Council will approach DCC to discuss installing a handrail on the wall side. Clerk to contact Call Derbyshire for advice on which department to contact to install a handrail. (AP – Clerk)
N: There was nothing urgently required to discuss and or resolve. However the following were reviewed.
It appears, from comments made by residents that the grit from grit bins has been disappearing. This could be due to heavy usage or possibly by others removing for their own use or other reasons. For whatever reason, the grit bins need replenishing. For bins owned by DDC there should be contact details on the bins for those owned by the Parish Council, the lead Councillors should be contacted. 
Cllr Adshead to email the village email group with instructions how to request grit bins owned by the Parish Council to be replenished. (AP – SA)
In addition, rather than place bags of grit in Parish Council owned bins, the grit will instead be emptied from the bags.

Cllr Eyre provided a written update on Remembrance arrangements as follows: The Tommy Silhouettes and lamppost poppies have again been a success. The figures have been secured to wooden posts, so they are not stolen as happened last year. Of the 90 poppies we have, one was vandalised last year and two stolen this year. We have collected up the remaining 75, but 12 were taken down, it is understood, by the Christmas Festivities organisers without consulting the Parish Council. These need to be returned.

	08/11/24
	Planning:

A: The following applications were discussed, and the Clerk instructed to report the Council’s views to PDNPA:
i) NP/HPK/0224/0141 – Appeals Notice - Land adjacent to How Lane, Castleton. Retrospective planning permission for the change of use of existing agricultural land to facilitate a Timber Log Storage Business (B8 Use), internal access track, widened vehicular access to the public highway, and associated landscaping at Land adjacent to How Lane, Castleton
The Parish Council notified Planning of concerns; no further concerns raised at this point.
ii) NP/HPK/1024/1099 - Winnats View, Back Street, Castleton. Lawful Development certificate for a proposed use - Attic conversion to existing bungalow, associated internal alterations, alterations to window and door openings, new roof lights in existing roof pitch (roof lights not to project more than 150mm from roof slope)
The Parish Council notified Planning of concerns; no further concerns raised.

Additionally:
A further application has been received by Planning, although the Parish Council has yet to receive official notification. 

NP/GDO/1124/1167 - HARRISON AND HARRISON LTD CROSS STREET CASTLETON. GDO Notification for a Change of use - Conversion of the first floor to a single flat with two bedrooms accessed by a stair and door at the rear.
All Councillors to review and send any objects/concerns to the Clerk, Clerk will then notify Planning. (AP – All)
B: To note any planning decisions as notified by the Peak District National Park Authority: 
None this month.


	09/11/24

	Correspondence and DALC Circulars:

A: The following correspondence, received and pre-circulated to Members by email, was noted and discussed:
i) DCC – Community News, Holiday Activities, School Travel Plan, Derbyshire Parrent Carer Voice, Road Closure.

ii) DALC – Newsletters, 

iii) Democratic Services – Various.

iv) NALC – Events, Newsletters, Bulletins, Budget Changes to NI Contributions.

v) PDNPA – How the Peak District will look in the future.

vi) HVCA –Newsletter.

vii) HPBC – Free energy efficient light bulbs.

viii) Citizens Advice – 6 Monthly Impact Report, Energy Awareness Training.

ix) Travel Light – Agenda, Meeting Notes and Shared Mobility, Shared Transport.
x) Licensing – Draft Gambling Policy.

	10/11/24
	Items for the Peveril Post:
Chair and Vice Chair to draft and circulate article. Cllr. M. Eyres, via the Clerk, updated the Parish Council that donations agreed from several businesses have not been received yet, these will be chased with updates provided to the Clerk. (AP – ME)

	
	Meeting closed 8.15pm 
The next Parish Council Meeting will take place at 7.00pm on Thursday 30th January 2025 at The Village Hall, How Lane, Castleton.


